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The Grasshoppers and Bush-crickets of 
Hastings Country Park Nature Reserve.

This booklet describes the grasshoppers, bush-crickets, and 
groundhoppers that have been recorded within Hastings 
Country Park Nature Reserve. 

Distribution maps for each species indicate either the best 
areas to see each species in orange or show the location of 
recent records of rarely recorded species as blue dots,=. 

A complete map of the nature reserve can be downloaded 
from wildhastings.org.uk or obtained from the visitor centre. 

Species which are nationally scarce or have a restricted 
distribution in Britain are marked with red dots,=.

© Hastings Borough Council, 2008.

Text by Hastings Borough Council.
Photos1 by Andy Phillips.

1 Cover photo - Female Sickle-bearing Bush-cricket.

Field Grasshopper  Chorthippus brunneus
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Long-winged Cone-head  Conocephalus dorsalis
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introduction
Hastings Country Park Nature Reserve is a picturesque 

area of coastal gill woodland, sandstone & clay cliffs, 
heathland and farmland. It sits within the High Weald Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty. On clear days there are 
spectacular views overlooking the coastline from Beachy 
Head to Dungeness, and as far as Folkestone and France.

This stunning landscape has inspired many artists, in-
cluding J.M.W. Turner and the Pre-Raphaelites. 

The cliffs here are rich in fossils and have yielded many 
specimens of dinosaurs, pterosaurs, turtles, crocodiles and 

plesiosaurs. This site is one of only a handful in the world to 
have produced early mammal fossils.

The nature reserve covers 345 hectares (853 acres) of 
coastal gill woodland, heathland, grassland and farmland 
together with five kilometres (three miles) of dramatic soft 
rock cliffs and coastline. Much of the area has been desig-
nated a Special Area of Conservation (S.A.C.) and a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (S.S.S.I.) because of the presence 
of the special wildlife and geologically rich soft rock cliff and 
slope. 

Most of the cliff-top area, and a smaller area of heath-
land at North’s Seat, were declared a country park under 
the 1968 Countryside Act in 1974.

Oak Bush-cricket  Meconema thalassinum
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Hastings Country Park and the adjacent Fairlight Place 
Farm were declared a local nature reserve (L.N.R.) in May 
2006.

The reserve is also of archaeological importance be-
cause of the impressive number of archaeological finds and 
landmarks. A large area of East Hill is a scheduled ancient 
monument and much of the reserve has been identified as 
an area of archaeological interest.

The reserve is part of a network of seven local nature re-
serves and two proposed local nature reserves in Hastings. 
The other sites are Filsham Reedbed (part of Combe Haven 
S.S.S.I.), Marline Valley (part of Marline Valley S.S.S.I.), St Hel-
ens Wood, Old Roar Gill (part of Alexandra Park), Church 
Wood & Robsack Wood, and Summerfields Wood. Ponds 
Wood and South Saxons Wetlands are the two proposed lo-
cal nature reserves.

A local nature reserve is a natural or semi-natural green 

space, usually of national or county importance for ecology and/

or geology, which provides access to nature and environmental 

education for the local population. 

Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata
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habitats

Hastings Country 
Park Nature 

Reserve has a wonderful 
variety of habitats. 

The dry sun-baked 
disturbed ground on 
the soft rock undercliff 
landslips provides 
ideal orthopteran 
(grasshoppers, 
groundhoppers & bush-
crickets) habitat and the 
ground can be carpetted 
in huge numbers of field 
grasshoppers in mid 
summer. Grey bush-
crickets are common 
amongst this habitat 
hiding amongst rough 
vegetation or low 
bushy gorse scrub.

Amongst the 
undercliff pools and 

marshy ground short-winged cone-heads are present 
and are also probably the main breeding areas for the 
Cepero’s groundhoppers and slender groundhoppers 
recorded at the site although this hasn’t been confirmed.

(It is important to remember that the cliff 
and undercliff are dangerous places to visit due 
to constant erosion and frequent landslides. 
Exploring such terrain is not recommended  
and is done so entirely at your own risk.)

Woodland edge is another rich habitat for orthopetra, 
especially if it is adjacent to rough grassland. Many 
species can be found amongst these areas and the field 
between Brakey Bank and Warren Wood is particularly 
rich with 16 species recorded including large numbers 
of Roesel’s bush-cricket, long-winged conehead as 
well as grey bush-cricket, lesser marsh grasshopper 
and the sickle-bearing bush-cricket, which is the only 
site in Britain this species has been recorded breeding. 

The meadows, Ecclesbourne Meadow and Fishponds 
Meadow, support a wide variety of orthoptera including 
lesser marsh grasshopper, Roesels’s bush-cricket, 
meadow grasshopper, and long-winged cone-head.

Heathland despite being small and fragmented 
at the site has still produced records of species 
associated with heathland such as mottled 
grasshopper and woodland grasshopper. 

Covehurst U
ndercliff

 - A
ndy Phillips
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grasshoppers

Mottled Grasshopper  Myrmeleotettix maculatus
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Grasshoppers                                    Acrididae

Grasshoppers are medium sized insects with stout antennae, 
much shorter than the body. Six species have been recorded 
within the nature reserve.

Mottled Grasshopper Myrmeleotettix maculatus
Rarely recorded from sparsely vegetated 
heathy areas. The males of this small 
grasshopper are easily identified by the 
kinked, clubbed ends to the antennae.
Habitat: Short vegetation & bare ground.
Song: Series of chirps increasing in 
volume over 10-15s.
Adults: June - October

J F M A M J J A S O N D

= = = = =

Field Grasshopper 
Chorthippus brunneus
Common and abundant 
throughout the reserve 
amongst short dry grass-
land, heathland and 
undercliff landslips. Despite 
being the most common 
species within the nature 
reserve it is the easiest to 
mistake for other species. 
Unlike other similar species 
the field grasshopper is 
very hairy under the body 
between the legs and has a 
bulge along the lower edge 
of its wings.
Habitat: Short vegetation & bare ground.
Sighting Hotspots: Warren Glen, Warren 
Quarry
Song: Short chirps repeated at short 
intervals.
Adults: June - December

J F M A M J J A S O N D

= = = = = = =

=

=
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Meadow Grasshopper Chorthippus parallellus
Common and abundant throughout the 
reserve amongst rough grassland and 
meadow. Easily identified by the short 
wings and black ‘knees’.
Habitat: Grassland & meadow.
Sighting Hotspots: Brakey Bank Field, 
Access For All Trail West.
Song: Bursts of rhythmic chirps lasting a few seconds.
Adults: June - November

J F M A M J J A S O N D

= = = = = =
Lesser Marsh Grasshopper Chorthippus albomarginatus
This species has only recently colonised 
the nature reserve where it occurs 
locally in rough grassland and meadow. 
The species differs from meadow 
grasshopper by having long wings with a 
distinctive white stripe, and pale ‘knees’.
Habitat: Grassland & meadow both wet and dry.
Sighting Hotspots: Brakey Bank Field, Access For All Trail West.

Song: Like field grasshopper but softer and slower.
Adults: July - November

J F M A M J J A S O N D

= = = = =
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Common Green Grasshopper Omocestus viridulus
Common amongst damp rough grass-
land and the most common grasshopper 
to be found amongst dense bracken 
here. Females always bright green on 
top, males sometimes olive brown.
Habitat: Lush grassland & bracken.
Sighting Hotspot: Warren Glen
Song: Rhythmic chirps increasing in volume over 10-20s 
before stopping abruptly.
Adults: June - October

J F M A M J J A S O N D

= = = = =

Woodland Grasshopper Omocestus rufipes =
Very rarely recorded amongst recently disturbed heath-
land. Easily identified by the white palps (small mouthpart 
feelers), red tip to abdomen and red stripe on hind legs. 
Female is green on top.
Habitat: Heathland and woodland edge.
Song: Like common green grasshopper but shorter. 
Adults: June - October

J F M A M J J A S O N D

= = = = =
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groundhoppers

Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata
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Groundhoppers                                    Tetrigidae

Groundhoppers are small insects with a long backward point-
ing extension of the thorax that extends over the abdomen. 
Three species have been recorded within the nature reserve.

Common Groundhopper Tetrix undulata
Common but usually only seen in small 
numbers on bare ground and sparsely 
vegetated heathy areas, and on under-
cliff landslips.
Habitat: Dry sparsely vegetated and bare 
ground.
Sighting Hotspot: Warren Glen
Adults: All year.

J F M A M J J A S O N D

= = = = = = = = = = = =

Slender Groundhopper Tetrix subulata 
Cepero’s Groundhopper Tetrix ceperoi =
Both species are very rare within the 
nature reserve with only two recent 
records of Cepero’s (map) and a few 
old records of slender groundhopper 
from the undercliff. Unlike common 
groundhopper these species have long 
wings that extend beyond the long backward pointing 
thorax. Identification of these two species is difficult. 
Habitat: Edges of undercliff pools and marsh.
Adults: April - July.

J F M A M J J A S O N D

= = = =

=

=
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bushcrickets

Dark Bush-cricket  Pholidoptera griseoaptera
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Bush-crickets                                    Tettigoniidae

Bush-crickets are medium to large insects with long thread 
like antennae that are usually longer than the body. Ten 
species have been recorded within the nature reserve.

Sickle-bearing Bush-cricket Phaneroptera falcata =
Recorded as a new breeding species 
to Britain from Warren Glen in August 
2006. Unlike any other native species 
of bush-cricket with it’s black spotted 
green appearance and very long hind 
wings that extend beyond the forewings. 
Nymphs are similar to speckled bush-crickets but can be 
identified by the large reversed wing buds (see below).

Habitat: Tall scrubby vegetation.
Sighting Hotspot: Warren Glen
Song: High pitched ticking after dark. 
Adults: August - October

J F M A M J J A S O N D

= = =
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Speckled Bush-cricket Phaneroptera falcata
A common species amongst scrubby 
woodland edge and bramble thickets. 
Similar to sickle-bearing bush-cricket 
nymphs with the black spotted green 
colouring but this species is smaller and 
has very short wings.
Habitat: Tall scrubby vegetation.
Sighting Hotspot: Warren Glen
Song: Short quiet scratchy buzz given day and night. 
Adults: July - November

J F M A M J J A S O N D

= = = = = Oak Bush-cricket Meconema thalassinum
Seen in small numbers amongst scrub 
and woodland edge. Also comes to light 
at night and has been recorded at moth 
traps and beside security lights on build-
ings. A small pale green species.
Habitat: Tall scrubby vegetation.
Sighting Hotspot: Warren Glen
Song: No song, male drums on leaf surface with hind leg.
Adults: July - November

J F M A M J J A S O N D

= = = = =
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Long-winged Cone-head Conocephalus discolor
Common and abundant amongst rough 
grassland and woodland edge. Differs 
from the similar short-winged cone-
head by the long wings and the females 
straight sword like oviposiitor (egg-laying 
structure).
Habitat: Rough grassland, woodland edge.
Sighting Hotspot: Brakey bank field.
Song: Quiet continuous buzz.
Adults: July - October

J F M A M J J A S O N D

= = = = =

Short-winged Cone-head Conocephalus dorsalis
Rarely recorded mainly from marshy areas 
on the undercliff and occasional individu-
als on the cliff-top. Differs from long-
winged cone-head by the short wings 
and the females up-curved ovipositior.
Habitat: Tall marshy vegetation.
Song: Quiet continuous buzz with hisses and ticks.
Adults: July - October

J F M A M J J A S O N D

= = = = =

Great Green Bush-cricket Tettigonia viridis =
The largest bush-cricket in Britain. Very 
rare within the nature reserve with only 
occasional records of solitary males 
singing, possibly migrants or wandering 
individuals from nearby populations. 
Habitat: Scrub and woodland edge.
Song: Very loud and harsh and continues for long periods. 
Unmistakable.
Adults: July - October

J F M A M J J A S O N D

= = = = =

=

=

=

=
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Grey Bush-cricket Platycleis albopunctata =
Common on the undercliff, more local 
amongst cliff-top scrub. A long winged 
bush-cricket that readily flies in hot 
weather, but prefers to avoid predation 
by hiding amongst prickly and thorny 
vegetation.
Habitat: Low scrub and tall rough vegetation.
Sighting Hotspots: Rock-a-nore, Warren Glen.
Song: Long series of short buzzes.
Adults: July - October

J F M A M J J A S O N D

= = = =

Dark Bush-cricket Pholidoptera griseoaptera
Similar to grey bush-cricket but smaller 
and with very short wings, almost absent 
on female. Common throughout the 
nature reserve amongst scrub, woodland 
edge and rough vegetation.
Habitat: Scrub and tall rough vegetation.
Sighting Hotspots: Brakey bank field, Warren Quarry.
Song: Short high pitched chirp repeated irregularly, mostly 
at night. The distinctive sound of warm still nights during 
late summer and autumn.
Adults: July - November

J F M A M J J A S O N D

= = = = =
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Bog Bush-cricket Pholidoptera griseoaptera =
Only old records, probably when the species wet heath 
habitat was more extensive at the site. Now considered 
extinct within the nature reserve.
Habitat: Damp heathland vegetation.
Song: Prolonged periods of short chirps.
Adults: July - November

J F M A M J J A S O N D

= = = = =

Roesel’s Bush-cricket Pholidoptera griseoaptera =
Easily identified by the yellow spots along 
the side of the abdomen and the broad 
pale edge to the thorax. This species has 
only recently colonised the nature reserve 
and is now locally very abundant. Both 
the short winged and long winged forms 
are present.
Habitat: Scrub and tall rough vegetation.
Sighting Hotspot: Brakey bank field.
Song: Long periods of very loud, piercing, high pitched 
buzz (out of the audible range of some people), likened to 
an electricity pylon in damp weather. 
Adults: June - November

J F M A M J J A S O N D

= = = = = =
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For more information about the habitats and wildlife of 
Hastings Country Park Nature Reserve and the latest bird 
sightings from Hastings please visit wildhastings.org.uk

This booklet only gives hints and tips on identification for 
more comprehensive identification information to enable 
accurate identification of species please consult Grasshop-
pers and Allied Insects of Great Britain and Ireland, Marshall 
& Haes, 1990, ISBN 0 946589 36 4.

If you find an interesting insect in Hastings Country Park 
Nature Reserve, or are uncertain of an identification, please 
call at the visitor centre or upload a photo and details to 
wildhastings.org.uk

If you would like to join the Friends of Hastings Country 
Park Nature Reserve please pick up a membership form 
from the visitor centre or download one from 
wildhastings.org.uk

further information
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To find out more about the wildlife 
of Hastings Country Park Nature 
Reserve please visit 
wildhastings.org.uk

For all the latest wildlife sightings 
from Hastings, Rye Bay and Dunge-
ness please visit 
RXwildlife.org.uk

This booklet has been produced by 
Hastings Borough Council and the 
Friends of Hastings Country Park 

Nature Reserve.
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